
Electrical Product Safety Conference 2017 

Safety in a complex 

supply chain 

Under the patronage of the European Parliament 
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• Manufacturer 

• Importer 

• Distributor 

 

 

• Which Regulations apply? 

Where are you in the supply chain? 
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Manufacturer 

 

     

 
Importer 

Obligations are the same  

Vs 

Vs 
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• Ability to use external bodies/test house? 

• Ability to cover gaps with additional test protocols? 

• Identification of standards to fill the gaps? 

• Contact with MSAs? 

• Primary authority scheme feasible? 

• Technical documentation obligations  

 

Due diligence - Challenges for SMEs 
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‘Conformity assessment’ challenges for SMEs 

Production control!.. 
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Business companion – trading standards law exlained… 

“what is reasonable depends on the particular circumstances; 

one factor will be size of the business concerned” 

 

Due diligence 
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Construct the product in conformity with the essential requirements (safety 
objectives) 
 

The safety of a product will be assessed by taking into account: 
 

• voluntary European standards or standards drawn up in the UK 

• industry codes of good practice 

• the state of the art and technology 

• reasonable consumer expectations concerning safety 

The manufacturer must include in the technical documentation a 
description of the solutions adopted to satisfy the safety objectives of 
the Directive.  

In the absence of a harmonised standard… 

#saferproducts 


